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Dear Parents/Guardians and Students, 
 

Welcome to Algebra!  The Math department at Gaiensville High School takes great pride in this school and works hard to ensure the best 

quality of learning for all students.  We are here to insure a quality education for all and will do everything in our power to make sure all 

students are successful within in the classroom.  We look forward to working together this school year to give each student the 

opportunity to be successful.   

Expectations 

1.            Students attend school to learn       

a) Effort is expected from each student 

b) Learning requires hard work 

c) Homework is to be expected 

d) Any student who disrupts learning for themselves or others will expect to receive disciplinary consequences 

e) Each day, students are expected to have paper, writing instruments, and appropriate textbook/resources 

f) Tutorial assistance will be available to all students  

g) Students who are unsuccessful in mastering learning objectives may be assigned to after school tutorials  
 

2. Good character counts 

a) Respectful behavior towards all is expected and taught 

b) Integrity is essential in producing quality individuals 

c) Responsibility is developed as students assume accountability for their actions 

d) Caring is shown by placing a high value on helping others 

e) Self-control is measured by the appearance of appropriate resistance to negative peer pressure, harmful 

situations, and impulsive actions that result in negative consequences 

f) Determination delivers the consistent effort, hard work, and diligence needed to master difficult concepts, to 

steadily complete assigned work and projects, and to show improvement in almost any area 
 

3. We have high expectations for appropriate behavior and we will not tolerate behavior that is disrespectful to staff 

members or teachers 

a) Refusal to promptly follow the directions of campus personnel is considered disrespectful behavior 

b) Arguing with a teacher or staff member is considered disrespectful behavior 

c) Using loud, or offensive language with a teacher or staff member is considered disrespectful behavior 

d) It is imperative that students recognize that a teacher is in charge of their classroom and that anything less 

would lead to a poor educational opportunity for all 

e) A show of disrespect toward a staff member or insubordination on the part of a student will result in the 

assignment of significant discipline consequences  
 

4. We are committed to provide: 

a) A safe learning environment which recognizes student achievement; 

b) The regular use of varied instructional strategies which attempts to reach all types of learners; 

c) A prepared lesson and to teach effectively every day, all day; 

d) The regular use of incentives to encourage participation and to promote success; 

e) An effective system of communication with parents about the successes and failures of their students; and 

f) The setting and reaching of high expectations that will enable your children to be prepared for future success. 

Course Information: 

This course provides instruction dealing mainly with the development of number systems, their functional applications, and an 

understanding of the structure of mathematics.  Emphasis is given to developing proficiency in manipulative skills based upon 

structural aspects, which give skills validity.  First-year Algebra is limited to the development of the real number system and its 

applications. 
 

Textbooks: 

Any student can request to check out a text book but the book will be available online for the students to access. 
 

Calculator policy: 

Each student will be allowed to use his or her own personal calculator in class.  Otherwise, there is a set of classroom TI graphing 

calculators that can be used at the teacher’s discretion.  These calculators are to remain in the classroom.  If a student should walk off with 

one, or we find vulgar uses of it, the privilege of using a classroom calculator will be prohibited until further notice.  Calculators are your 

friends.  Don’t make us ground you from them! 
 

Calculators In-Class Use: 

Students are responsible for taking care of the calculator assigned to them in class and for reporting immediately to one of the 

teachers if it is missing or damaged. As a parent there is replacement cost of $100 if the calculator is lost or damaged and the 

student has not reported it or have taken it or caused the damage. Also, understand that disciplinary action will ensure if the 

replacement fee is not paid. 

Materials Needed:  

You will need the following for this course: Pencils, Red Pens, Math Folder, paper, several Dry Erase Markers, and Boxes of tissue 
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Grading Percentages 

Daily/ Homework / Quizzes 40% A student is eligible for extra credit if he/she has successfully completely all 

regularly assigned work.  That’s why they call it extra credit! * Tests / Projects / Major Exams 60% 
 

 

Citizenship Grades 

E = Excellent S = Satisfactory   N= Needs Improvement    U = Unsatisfactory See handbook for more details about citizenship grades. 
 

Make-Up Work Policy (Student Responsibility) 

Students with excused absences will have 3 days to turn in make-up work.  Attendance is crucial in math class.  You miss one day, you 
miss out!  You are responsible for all notes and assignments even if you have missed class.  If you miss out on notes, you will need to copy 
them from someone.  Make-up tests and quizzes must be scheduled with the teacher.   
Late Work Policy 

Assignments must be turned in on time to receive full credit. 
·         A minimum 10% reduction in credit will be assessed for each day, after the due date, that an assignment is late for a maximum of 

three days. (maximum of a 30% reduction) 
·         A teacher does not have to accept a late assignment after the third day. 
·         A zero may be assigned for work that is not received by the third day. 
Test Retakes 

 Only one retake per test is permitted. 

 Students must follow the retake process: 
o A written request by the student, including an explanation for requesting the retake. 
o The student’s demonstration of effort to attain mastery learning, which might include test corrections, caught-up 

homework. 
o The student’s arranging with the teacher for retake. 
o Completion of the retake within a reasonable time frame, e.g. within 1.5 weeks of the original summative assessment. 

 Retakes may be in a different format from the original summative assessment. 

 End-of-semester exams cannot be retaken. 
 

Correcting Assignments/Tests: 

All students will be allowed to make corrections on tests, quizzes, and daily assignments.  

 Quiz and test corrections must take place outside of the class time, at a time arranged with the teacher.  

 Corrections on daily assignments can be made at any time (after school, during ind. practice, or at home by teacher discretion), 
but must be turned in before the test is taken over that material. 

 Daily assignments may be redone and are eligible to receive a maximum score of 70. 

 In order to redo an assignment, the assignment must have been turned in on time, and every problem attempted.  If an 
assignment is not attempted, it is not eligible for redo.  

Classroom Rules 

1. Students must be ready for class the minute the bell rings.  If not, they will be counted tardy.  (See student handbook for tardy/absence 

policies.) 

2. No gum, candy, food, or drinks are allowed in class.  A doctor’s note will be required for exceptions. 

3. The teacher begins and ends class; the bell does not, therefore the teacher will dismiss the student from class. 

4. Always use appropriate language. 

5. No student has the right to disturb another student’s learning.  Every student will be expected to give their best effort daily! 
 

Academic Dishonesty 

Academic dishonesty – cheating or plagiarism – is not acceptable.  Cheating includes the copying of another student’s work- homework, class work, test 

answers, etc. – as one’s own.  A student found to have engaged in academic dishonesty will be subject to loss of credit for the work in question, as well 

as disciplinary actions. 

Cheating Is a form of dishonesty where a student attempts to give the appearance of a level of knowledge or skill that has not been obtained. Examples 

include: 

 Copying from another person’s work during an examination or while completing an assignment.  

 Allowing someone to copy from you during an examination or while completing an assignment.  

 Using unauthorized materials during an examination or while completing an assignment.  

 Collaborating on an examination or assignment without authorization.  

 Taking an examination or completing an assignment for another, or permitting another to take an examination or to complete an 

assignment for you.  

 Inappropriately providing or receiving information or academic work so as to gain unfair advantage over others.  

 Planning with another to commit any act of academic dishonesty.  

 Attempting to gain an unfair academic advantage for oneself or another by bribery or by any act of offering, giving, receiving, or 

soliciting anything of value to another for such purpose.  

 Changing or altering grades or other official educational records.  

 Obtaining or providing to another a test or answers to a test which has not been administered.  

 Continuing work on an examination or assignment after the allocated time has elapsed.  

 Submitting the same work for more than one class without disclosure and approval.  

 Getting equal credit on group assignments when equal work was not done.”  
 

If you have any questions or concerns, please do not hesitate to contact us.  We look forward to working with you this school year. 

 

Coach Wolf 


